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The Seventh Decade: 1925-1934

Columbia takes over
patents coming from
discoveries on campus, to
protect the inventor and
allow the University to
share in profits, as
reported in the March 18,
1925 Spectator.

This has a major impact
on how Columbia and the
Engineering School
operate and grow for
many years.
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1926 — The School of
Mines, Engineering, and
L EEE Chemistry is renamed The

-- - School of Engineering.

— Later, in 1961, it becomes
'The School of Engineering
and Applied Science
(SEAS), and, in 1997, The
Fu Foundation School of
Engineering and Applied

Science.
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e Shown, a Mines lecture

room during this period.
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1927 — The first
modern Broadway
musical, Showboat,
with music by
Jerome Kern and
book and lyrics by
Oscar
Hammerstein 11,
opens.
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1928 — Thomas J. Watson,
Sr. donates and installs IBM
punch card tabulators and
sorters in Hamilton Hall,
enabling sophisticated
computation across
disciplines.

— 'This is first used for sorting

examination papers in 1928,

for test scores in 1929, and for
astronomy research starting in

1929.
— Shown, (upper) the Columbia

University Statistical Bureau,
1928-33 and (lower) typical
tabulating machine installation
at Columbia.
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Professional Guide l .

Electrical Engineering
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On May 25, 1928 'The Spectator
publishes Professional Guide:
Electrical Engineering by Prof.
Walter I. Slichter, as “the eighth of
a series of articles written by
members of the Faculty aiming to
assist students in selecting a
profession.”

— It addresses questions, such as
“What are the qualities which go
to make a successful electrical
engineer ? ...”

— It uses the Encyclopedia
Britannica as the authority for
noting "'The last great new branch
of engineering is electrical
engineering, which touches on the
older branches at so many points
that it has been said that al
engineers must be electricians.” ...
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* During Prohibition (1920-1933) there
are an estimated 20,000 to 100,000
speakeasies in New York City. Shown:

— Opening night at Evelyn Nesbit Thaw's
new speakeasy, c. 1930.

— Beer being dumped by authorities in
lower Manhattan.

— Celebration as prohibition ends, with the
215* Amendment, with a goodbye to the
18" Amendment.
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Melephone Rector 5517

Ads in The Spectator,
May 25, 1928,
reflecting student life.

- Mr. and Mrs.
‘ K Charles Sadler's
| o Dancing

Academy

2786 Broadway

'y Phone Acad. 1581
Private

Lessons Daily

P4 Classes every

A 4 - e evening
DL .. Booklet
V. A on Request

LEARN SHORTHAND THIS VACATION |

A NEW and REVOLUTIONARY System of Rapid Writing

Bissell Shorthand is the Speadiest Shorthand
in the world to write

Bissell Shorthand is by far the Easicst Short-
hand to read, almost as complete as longhand.

Bissell shorthand is Incomparably the Easiest
System of Shorthand to learn, the most Simple,
Concise and Scientific System in the world. |

Bissell Shorthand is inexpensive, and you can
learn it by yourself.

Write for booklet, or for special appointment.

BISSELL SHORTHAND COMPANY, Inc. 1
120 Broadway, New York City
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New York is often
portrayed as being
under attack in
science fiction.

Shown, the
Woolworth
Building (the tallest
in the world from
1913 to 1930) is
allegedly being
destroyed in

January 1929 by a

glacier (left) and in
November 1929 by
a tentacled flying
saucer.
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* Marginal Street,

looking east from
125% St. on

November 20,
1929, with road
construction in the
foreground.

— Very near the site
of the new
Manhattanville
campus.
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New Labora.tory is Planned for University; Ve
Will Serve as Center for Material T esting

-

Plans for a materials ' testing
laboratory which is to contain the'
largest universal machine in the
world for the testing of steel, brick
and concrete structural units, were |
announced yesterday by Dean |
George B. Pogram of the Engineer- |
|ing School. The foundations :mu.‘
| steel work of the laboratory will be
designed for a structure, similar to|
the Physics Building, which ultimate- |
ly will rise to a height of fourteen
stories on the Green at 120th Strect
and Amsterdeam Ave.

The machine, according to the.an-
nouncement, will have a capacity of
3,000,000 pounds, and will cost
$50,000 to construet. It will enable
the University laboratory, it was
| stated, ‘“to make practically all the
| tests which may be required for the'
| safety and progress of the engincer-
ing art in New York City.” The new
apparatus will be made with funds
supplied by Col. William Boyd
Thompson, an alumnus of the School
of Mines.

15

* On Jan. 20, 1930 The Spectator reports that
Dean George Pegram has announced plans
for an advanced materials testing laboratory
in a fourteen-floor structure at the corner of

120t St. and Amsterdam Ave.

* The new testing machine would be able to
test specimens that are are thirty-five feet
long and six feet wide, and be able to break
them in tension and compression.

* 'The University could not be involved in
recent large-scale projects due to the
limitations of existing facilities.
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e A “Hooverville” in
Brooklyn, c.
1930-1932, in what
is now known as Red

Hook Park.
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* 1930 — The Empire State
Building under

construction.
* 1931 — It opens ofhcially.

The Chrysler Building in the background 2
in the photos on the left and right. ok

-
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tAutomobilists Need Not Fear Fuel Shortage
Declares Columbia Engineering Professor

a shortage of motor fuel, according
to a statement by Professor Thom.
as T. Read, Vinton Professor of

Mining Engineering in Columbia

saw the possibility that the auto-
mobile of the future might not re-

quire liquid fuel. “This develop-
ment,” he declared, “seems im-
|probable now, but not more im-
|probable than flying through the

air seemed thirty years ago.”
“The only people who have grounds
for immediate worry,” Professor

|Read stated, “are the petroleum re-|

refiners made
xasuline

finers. In 1929 the
420,000,000 galluus
|than they could sell and so had to
Indd it to their already large stock.
“The wells drilled
years ago did not average
2,600 feet in depth, while now en-
gineers are talking confidently of
drilling to 10,000 feet. In addition
not more than a third of the oil in

nure

the ground comes out of the well,!

though practice in that regard is im-

Automobile owners need not fear,

University. He stated that he fore-|

two or three|
over |

to how much petroleum is obtain-
able.
“We could stand higher prices for

gasoline,” he continued, “if we got

more work out of it. At present
not more than one-tenth of the
energy in gasoline is turned inte

{useful work and scarcely more than

a twentieth of it in the actual job
of propelling the machine along the
road.”

Professor Read also declared that
gasoline is not the only possible fuel
for automobiles. Even now, he stated,
motor fuel is being produced by the
hydrogenation of coal. “In the face
of the fact that more ordinary gaso-
line is being made than can be sold,
w number of possibilities of sub-

| stitute liquid fuels are being studied

and encouraging progress is being
made,” he said.
A gradual rise in the price of

motor fuel, he added, would not be
a serious matter. “Annual deprecia-
tion on the average automobile is
more than its yearly fuel bill and
by being less responsive to chang-

ling designs the motorist’s , pocket-
proving. Nobody can be certain as!

book would not suffer after all”

1864-2014

* 'The April 22, 1930
Spectator reports that Prof.
Thomas Read thinks the
public need not worry
about potential automobile
fuel shortages.

— Wells will be drilled deeper.

— Fuels other than gasoline are
possible, such as from the
hydrogenation of coal.
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The George Washington
Bridge is dedicated on
October 24, 1931, and
opened to trafhic the
following day.
Groundbreaﬁing began in

October 1927.
When it opened it had the

longest main span in the
world, at 3,500 feet, nearly
doubling the previous record.

[t is later honored in the
below postage stamp.
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e 1931 — Columbia
campus, 116t St.

between Broadway and
Amsterdam Avenue.

 In 1953 this section of
116 St. is closed to

public trathc, becoming
College Walk.
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* Radio City Music Hall
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opens on December 27,
1932, near the site of the
earlier Columbia campus.

— Photo taken in 1934 by the
Wurts Brothers.

— The Sixth Avenue “El” seen
in this photo was closed on
December 4, 1938 and razed
during 1939. It was replaced
by the underground IND
Sixth Avenue Line, which
opened between 1936 and
1940.
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1933 — The Empire State
Building, which had
opened in 1931, becomes
even more famous with
the release of the movie
King Kong, which
premiers on March 2 at
the newly opened Radio
City Music Hall and the
RKO Roxy across the

street.

— Shown, promotion for the
movie.
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1933 — Prof. Edwin
Howard Armstrong BS’13
invents wideband frequency
modulation (FM) radio, a
development that also paves
the way for television.

This invention is later
commemorated in a U.S.

postage stamp (1983).
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The Marcellus
Hartley Laboratory

in the basement of
Philosophy Hall,
where most of
Prof. Edwin
Howard
Armstrong’s work
occurs during this

period.
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1933 — Subway executives
inspect new subway car
(that was first introduced

in 1932).

— Blowers that ventilate with
the windows closed are a

breakthrough.

— 'These cars, with straw cane
(wicker) seats, last until c.

the 1960s.
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Surveying equipment used
by undergraduates during
the summer at Camp
Columbia, near Litchfield,
Conn. c. 1930s.

Camp Columbia ran in
Connecticut from 1885 to
1966 to instruct students
on surveying and other
skills during the summer.
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* The Rose Bowl on
January 1, 1934.

* 'The big upset:
Columbia 7 Stanford 0
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* 1934 — The High Line elevated rail
line (left), running along
Manhattan’s West Side in and out
of factories and warehouses, opens.

— 'This eliminates many street-level
a B & railroad crossings and adds 32 acres
Y to Riverside Park.

feie . ! — It is later converted into an elevated

f", oy R grassy, pedestrian-packed park, with
e construction beginning in 2000,
i} RE) %\\‘ : shown below.
i & e IY; =
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"My ticket reads 'to
New York', and | am

15

In November 1934, New York City
mayor Fiorello LaGuardia flies home on
TWA from Chicago and lands in the only
major municipal airport in the NY
metropolitan area, in Newark.

He refuses to leave the plane, and makes
his famous declaration, on the left.

He is lown to Floyd Bennett Field, a
little-used municipal airport (and later a
naval air station) in Brooklyn, and

deplanes.
Under his guidance, in 1937 the City

begins the transformation of the smaller
North Beach Airport into a major airport,

which opens in 1939.

This first major municipal airport in New
York City is commonly is called
LaGuardia Field, and officially becomes
LaGuardia Airport in 1947.
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DAILY NEWA WEODNESDAY, DECEMEER 19, 1534

————

f NO.3IN OUR seriEs OF GREAT CHRISTMAS 54, ,

* Holiday deals at
Finlay Straus, a now-

defunct

department store.

I

* 'This Depression-era ad
ran in the New York

Daily News on
December 19, 1934,
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